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On July 30, spokespersons from the Honduran National Congress said deputies had unanimously
approved a motion calling on the army to commence joint street patrols with police in urban areas
throughout the country. The motion, introduced by governing National Party (Partido Nacional-
PN) deputy Roberto Matute, is part of efforts to confront the spiralling crime wave. During debate
over the motion, Innovation and Social Unity Party (Partido Innovacion y Unidad Social-PINU)
deputy Carlos Sosa criticized the fact that over US$50 million from the national budget is earmarked
for defense and public security, yet Honduran citizens do not enjoy minimal guarantees for their
security. Armed Forces chief Gen. Luis Alonso Discua said the decision by congress was "not an
order," but rather a reminder to the military to fulfill its constitutional mission of maintaining peace
and order in the country. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE,
Agence France-Presse, 07/30/92)
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